Tips for storm preparation and reactivation of your swimming pool.

Before the Storm

SHOULD | DRAIN MY POOL?

The number one rule: Do not empty your pool.

Keeping sufficient water levels in your pool provides the
important weight to hold the sides and bottom in place,
especially when heavy rains that accompany most storms
raise the local water table. Pools which have been emptied
may experience serious subsidence problems and could even
be lifted off their foundation.

SHOULD | LOWER THE WATER LEVEL IN MY POOL?

If your pool is properly equipped with adequate drains and
skimmers and the surrounding area is properly drained, the
water level can probably be left as it is.

In cases when surrounding structures might be damaged

by the water before it can run off naturally, the experts
recommend lowering the pool's water level by one to two feet.

SHOULD | DO ANYTHING TO THE POOL WATER
CHEMISTRY?

Yes, it is recommended that you super chlorinate the pool
water. You should “shock the pool” in your normal manner.

SHOULD | LEAVE MY AUTOMATIC EQUIPMENT AND
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS TURNED ON?

It is important that all electric power be turned
off at the circuit breakers before the storm
hits. Any exposed electrical equipment
such as motors for the pumps should be
tightly covered with plastic wrap (if flooding
is expected they may be disconnected and
removed).

SHOULD | TAKE ANY SPECIAL
"RECAUTIONS WITH MY
Dt “KING AND SCREENS?

S ne damage to the frame of your
-nclosed screen structure may be
avoided if+"_ provide a “vent” for
wind to”_sci e through. Panels

in s cens ' ay ba” emoved on either
side of the' or" urea.Poars, which are

especially .nera" ¢, might e removed completely.

SHOULD | THR. W MY POf _ FUNITURE INTO THE
POOL?

No, but the key word is “throw.”  2ver throw or drop anything
into a pool that could damags” .ie pool walls or bottom
(especially vinyl lined or fiberglass). It is best to.ramove any
and all loose object such as chairs, tables.« .ol equi. nent
and even toys which can become danger Js projectile  in high
winds. If you cannot store them inside a' uilding, careiully
and gently placing them in the pool will help shia'! ther um
the winds. Be very careful in doing so, and rememb’ , pool
chemicals may damage them. This is not recomme_dJed.

Visit www.FloridaPoolPro.com to find
an FSPA member in your area.

After the Storm

HOW SHOULD | REMOVE DEBRIS FROM THE POOL?

Use a “pool rake” or other nets / skimming devices such as
hose powered leaf baggers to remove small debris. Do
not use your regular pool vacuum equipment and your
pool pumps as they are likely to clog the plumbing. Watch
out that you do not damage pool walls or bottom when
removing any large objects.

WHAT ABOUT THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?

Be sure that everything is dry before dealing with electrical
start-up. Check your circuit breakers to be sure they are off
before attempting to reconnect electrical equipment such as
pump motors. Inspect the wiring (especially ground wires)
for proper connections. Be sure that you are following
manufacturers’ instructions when reactivating equipment. If
electric motors have been exposed to water, they should be
checked by a competent professional.

SHOULD | ADD CHEMICALS AGAIN AFTER THE STORM?

The experts say it will probably be necessary to “shock” (super
chlorinate) the pool water again. The heavy fresh water
accumulation from rainfall may need to be counteracted. Test
your pool first.

‘HAT ABOUT MONITORING THE SYSTEM?

Itis dvisable to closely monitor the operating systems through

<Irc¢ iplete cycles. Be sure clocks, timers, etc. have been
proper reset. Balance the water chemistry and continue to
check cam" L If the pool appears to be leaking, you may
ha: clogged a hydrostatic relief valve. Have a professional
check it.

WHAT ABOUT DRAINING THE POOL AFTER THE STORM?

Just as before the storm, if the water table is high, damage
may occur. If you must drain your pool to clean it, be sure to
seek professional advice.



Local Chapters

Broward County Chapter

Central Florida Chapter (Lake, Orange, Osceola &
Seminole)

Charlotte Harbor Chapter (Charlotte)
East Central Florida Chapter (Flagler & Volusia,
Florida Gulf Coast (Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee)

Florida West Coast Chapter (Hernando, Western Pasco
& Pinellas Counties)

Greater Miami Chapter (Dade & Monroe)

Manasota Chapter (DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands,
Manatee & Sarasota)

North Central Florida Chapter (Alachua, Marion &
surrounding)

Northeast Florida Chapter (Baker, Clay, Columbia,
Duval, Nassau, St. Johns & Union)

North West Florida Chapter (Tallahassee to
Pensacola)

Palm Beach County Chapter
Polk County Chapter
Space Coast Chapter (Brevard)

Tampa Bay Chapter (Hillshorough, Eastern Pasco &
Sumter)

Treasure Coast Chapter (Indian River, Martin,
Okeechobee, St. Lucie)

Visit www.FloridaPoolPro.com to contact your local
Chapter or to find an FSPA member in your area.

Need other information about
pools and spas? _ c
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